
What is IMPACT Justice? 

IMPACT Justice is a Project funded by 
the Canadian Government. It is being 
implemented by the University of the 
West Indies Cave Hill Campus in 13 
CARICOM Member States: Antigua & 
Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, 
Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat, 
St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent 
& the Grenadines, Suriname and 
Trinidad & Tobago. 

The outcome of the project is enhanced 
access to justice benefiting men, 
women, youth and businesses. The 
components are: legislative drafting, 
establishment and expansion of legal 
databases, alternative dispute resolution 
(ADR), legal professional education  
and standards, and public legal 
education.  

What if  you are 

Arrested? 

 
 

 You can defend yourself before 

the court, either by yourself or 

with an attorney-at-law of your 

choice. 

 You should have the opportunity 

to cross-examine any witnesses. 

 You can have witnesses testify on 

your behalf before the court. 

 If you cannot understand the  

language used at trial, you are  

entitled to the assistance of an 

interpreter at no cost to you. 

 You may obtain a copy of the  

record of proceedings  once you 

pay the relevant fees.  

 The court cannot impose a    

penalty more severe than the 

maximum penalty prescribed by  

law.  

 You cannot be tried for a      

criminal offence if you can show 

that you have already been      

pardoned for that offence. 

What are your rights? 

 You are presumed innocent until 

proven guilty. 

 You must be informed as soon as 

possible of the nature of the    

offence with which you have 

been charged. 

 You must  be given the              

opportunity to hire a lawyer and 

to speak to that lawyer privately.  

 A person under 16 must be    

permitted to communicate with 

a parent or guardian. 

 You should be given adequate 

time and facilities to prepare 

your defence. 

 You must be brought before the 

court in a timely fashion. 

 You cannot be forced to give a 

statement to the police, to       

answer questions, or to give     

evidence to the court. 

 



If you think your rights 

have been violated 

 Remember: police misconduct   
cannot be challenged on the spot!  

 Stay calm and be polite. 

 Do not physically resist the       
officers. 

 It is an offence to assault or      
obstruct police officers when they 
are carrying out their duties. The 
courts treat assault, or even      
attempted assault, of police      
officers very seriously. Just   
touching an officer could be    
considered a threat. 

 Write down everything you         
remember, including officers' 
badge numbers, and police       
station. Get contact information 
for any witnesses. If you are      
injured, take photographs of your 
injuries and seek medical          
attention. 

 Complain to the senior officer at 
the station and file a written      
complaint with the Police         
Complaints Commission. 

When can I be arrested? 

The police can arrest you if they have 
a warrant to do so. However, they 
can also arrest you without a 
warrant: 

 if they have good reason to 
suspect that you have just 
committed an offence 

 to stop you completing or 
repeating an offence 

 to protect you or another person 

 to stop you running away or 

 because you have disobeyed a 
police direction, or assaulted or 
obstructed a police officer. 

 

What happens on arrest? 

The police officers will tell you that 
you are under arrest, and will tell you 
the reason. If you do not voluntarily 
accompany the officers, you may be 
physically subdued. However, the 
officers should only use such force as 
is reasonably necessary.  

Force will not be justified if you do 
not resist arrest. Handcuffing is only 

justified if it is reasonably necessary 
to stop you escaping or to prevent 
violence.  

If you cannot hear or understand 
what the police are telling you, you 
should say so. You are entitled to an 
interpreter. 

 

What happens next? 

After your arrest, the police may: 

 release you without charging you  

 charge you and issue you with a 
notice to appear in the 
Magistrates Court  

 charge you and release you on 
bail or  

 hold you until you go to court  

 

Once you are in custody, police can 
search you and your belongings and 
take property from you. They can 
also take ‘identifying particulars’ 
including fingerprints, handwriting 
samples, voiceprints, footprints, 
photos of tattoos and scars, body 
measurements and DNA samples.  

How long I can be held in 

custody? 

The police can hold you for up to 24 
hours before they have to charge you 
with a crime or release you. The 
police must release you if they don’t 
have enough evidence to charge you.  

If you are charged, the police may 
release you on station bail. 
Otherwise, they must take you to 
court as soon as possible which is 
usually as soon as the court opens 
after your arrest.  

 

Receiving visitors or a 

change of clothes 

Generally, you will not be allowed 
visitors other than a lawyer at the 
station, though someone may bring 
clothes for you, if agreed by the 
officers.  


