
What is IMPACT Justice? 

IMPACT Justice is a Project funded 
by the Canadian Government. It is 
being implemented by the University 
of the West Indies Cave Hill Campus 
in 13 CARICOM Member States: 
Antigua & Barbuda, Barbados, 
Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, 
Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts & 
Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & the 
Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad 
& Tobago. 

The outcome of the project is 
enhanced access to justice benefiting 
men, women, youth and businesses. 
The components are: legislative 
drafting, establishment and expansion 
of legal databases, alternative dispute 
resolution (ADR), legal professional 
education and standards, and public 
legal education.  

Police Powers of  

Search 

Can the police search 

me without a warrant? 

As a general rule, the police have no 

right to stop and search you if you have 

not been arrested. However, they can 

search you without a warrant if they 

have reasonable grounds for suspecting 

that you are carrying prohibited drugs, 

weapons or stolen goods. The officers 

who make the decision do not have to 

be right, so long as there is some factor 

to make their suspicion reasonable.   

 

Before you’re searched  

Police officers must tell you their name, 

number and police station, what they 

expect to find, the reason they want to 

search you, and why they are legally 

allowed to search you. If they do not tell 

you this, you should ask. You should 

also ask if you are being arrested.  

If the police do not have a lawful reason 

to search you or your bags and you 

haven’t consented to a personal search, 

a court might refuse to consider 

evidence found in the search. 

If you think your rights 

have been violated 

 Stay calm and be polite. 

 Do not physically resist officers. 

 It is an offence to assault or obstruct 

police officers when they are        

carrying out their duties. The courts 

treat any assault, or even attempted 

assault, of a police officer very     

seriously. Just touching the officer 

could be considered a threat. 

 Write down everything you         

remember, including officers' badge 

numbers, and which station they 

were from. Get contact information 

for witnesses.  

 If you are injured, take photographs 

of your injuries and seek medical 

attention. 

 File a written complaint with the 

Police Complaints Commission. 

 Consult a lawyer. 

 Remember: police misconduct   

cannot be challenged on the spot!  



What if I refuse to be 

searched? 

If you don’t consent to a search, you 
should say so clearly. Make a note of 
any witnesses to the conversation. 
However, it is possible that you will be 
then arrested and searched at the police 
station. You may even be taken to court 
and charged with obstructing a police 
officer in the execution of her or his 
duty. 

What happens during the 

search? 

If you are in public, the officer should 
only frisk you — more thorough 
searches should be conducted away 
from public view. The officer, who must 
be the same sex as you, can feel through 
your clothes for concealed items. If 
there is a reasonable suspicion, officers 
can also search your bags.  

Whenever possible, make sure that 
anyone who is with you stays to watch 
you being searched. This person may be 
needed as a witness later. 

If you agree to be searched but want it 
done privately, ask to be taken to the 
police station. Try to take the witness 

with you. Remember that you are going 
voluntarily and can leave as soon as you have 
been searched unless you are then arrested. 
While searching you, police must respect 
your dignity and cause minimal 
embarrassment. 

 What happens during a strip 

search? 

Police officers can conduct a strip search 
only in certain circumstances, such as where 
they reasonably suspect that you possess an 
unlawful weapon, illegal drugs, stolen 
property or evidence of a serious offence.  

The search must be conducted by an officer 
of the same sex as you in a private place, out 
of sight of anyone of the opposite sex. The 
officer must allow you to remain partially 
clothed, must conduct the search as quickly 
as possible, and must allow you to dress as 
soon as possible after they have finished. 
There should be no be less than two people 
present besides yourself, and only in 
exceptional circumstances should there be 
more than two. For a young person, there 
should also be an appropriate adult in 
attendance — this is a trusted adult whose 
presence the young person has requested. 
That person does not need to be the same 
sex as the young person.  

The police should not conduct cavity searches  
(also called intimate searches) but should take 
you to a medical facility where a registered 
doctor or nurse can carry out the search. 
Only in cases where the police officers 
reasonably believe that you have an article 
that could cause physical danger to yourself 
or others, might a cavity search be carried out 
at the police station by an officer of the same 
sex. 

When can the police search 

my house? 

Police officers can come into your home if 
you consent. If you do not wish to allow them 
in, you should say so clearly. Be firm but 
polite. Do not swear at them. If the officers 
say they have a warrant, you should request a 
copy. Check that all the details are correct. 

The police can enter without your consent if 
they have a warrant, and in urgent situations 
such as where a person has been seriously 
injured or is about to be harmed. They can 
also enter to arrest or to detain someone who 
is there. They must have a reasonable 
suspicion to justify their belief that the person 
is inside. 

Police have significant powers when they have 
a warrant to enter and search your home. 
They can remove wall panels, floor panels 

and ceiling panels while searching for 
evidence of an offence. They can dig up 
your yard and open locked items. 
However, they cannot damage the 
structure of the building unless a High 
Court Judge has granted a warrant that 
allows this.  

The officers can seize items or take 
photographs of things that may be 
evidence. If the warrant allows it, they 
can also search individuals on the 
premises.  

Police are not specifically required to 
clean up after searching your property, or 
to compensate you for any damage, but if 
you consider that you have suffered 
unfairly, you should raise this matter first 
with the senior officer involved and then 
with the Complaints Authority. 

 When can the police 

search my vehicle? 

Police are allowed to stop your vehicle 
and enter it in order to arrest or detain 
someone. They can search without a 
warrant if they reasonably suspect that 
the vehicle contains unlawful weapons, 
drugs, stolen goods or other evidence of 
a serious offence.  


